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EDITORIAL 


Israel Asking a King! 


In First Samuel, chapters 8 through 12 there 
is an account of Israel asking for a King, and of 
the LORD allowing their request to be granted. 
An analogy has been drawn from this incident 
to the effect that since some of our people want 
women elders therefore God will permit it. No 
doubt the gracious and long-suffering God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ remains faith- 
ful to His people, even though they prove faith- 
less to Him in many things and in many ways. 
For in many things we offend all. In the mat- 
ter of women elders, however, let each one be 
persuaded in his own heart as the Spirit opens 
to him the Word. But let everyone take heed 


lest he misuse Holy Scripture. Let us re-read 


these chapters ere using them as an analogy 
supporting women elders. God permitted the 
choice of Saul as the King of His people Israel, 
but not without testifying His disapproval of it. 


Through the mouth of Samuel, His judge, 
prophet and priest, God repeatedly indicated 
His displeasure. In First Samuel 8.6, we read, 
“But the thing displeased Samuel’, margin “was 
evil in the eyes of’. 8.7, “They have not re- 
jected thee (Samuel), but they have rejected 
ME (the LORD), that I should not reign over 
them.” 12.17 “Your wickedness is great which 
ye have done in the sight of the LORD in 
asking you a king.” 12.19 “For we have added 
unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a king.” 
12.20. “Ye have done all this wickedness.” 


As our representative and substitute the Lord 
Jesus was crucified publicly as a malefactor. He 
shall come publicly as the King of Glory. To- 
day it is our duty to believe in and testify to 
our Saviour as the invisible King of His Church 
and the Lord of each believer. Few denomina- 
tions have phrased this so explicitly as our 
founding fathers have expressed it in the second 
chapter of our Book of Church Order. May the 
God of our Fathers give us grace to recognize 
and attest the King of Kings in our decisions 
as to Church government and governors as in 
worship, doctrine and life. W.C.LR. 
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A Word to Rookies 


The young theologian has a difficult position, 
- so he thinks. So is he right. He must be 
“up-to-date.” The Church expects a ‘‘well- 
rounded leader.” One must “know philosophy” 
and have “quoting acquaintance with present- 
day theologians.” “Systems of thought’ are very 
valuable. First-hand conversational touch with 
books of note is a must. And of course there 
is sociability and Church-statesmanship and cul- 
ture and tact, and a reasonable ability to speak 
in public, and a fair (!) knowledge of the Bible 


In Scripture we read the expression: ‘“Look- 
ing unto Jesus”: Regarding general problems, 
His time was not radically different from ours: 
yet these seemed to have been of no great con- 
cern for Him. Not that He was uninterested; 
for all that interests men, surely interested Him. 
Not that He was uninformed; he knew what was 
in man. Not that they were unimportant: spar- 
rows and head-hair, - think on that! No. 


No matter how vital these matters might have 
been, they were side-issues. ‘There were con- 
cerns, then, as now, of far more vital import. 
Whereas we have no injunctions from Him re- 
garding philosophy and theologians and _ sys- 
tems of thought, as necessary armamentaria for 
the preacher, we do note: Search the Scriptures, 
and Preach the Kingdom, and Call to repent- 
ance, and Seek the Lost. He advised to tell men 
What God is doing. He fell back on What is 
written. He urged to let the Holy Spirit’s 
power control the life. Some things were abso- 
lutes, - and are still such: others were neglible 
in comparison, and still are! 


Then, there were the unlearned and ignorant 
men of the early Gospel era, who were quite 
able ministers of the New Covenant, despite 
most unfortunate shortage in certain large-loom- 
ing matters, perhaps in the eyes of that day, as 
well as now. They did not choose the story of 
philosophy: they had a better story. They 
never relied on the books of the great Rabbis: 
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they had ONE BOOK. They gave little thought 
and less time to the then-lauded theological sys- 
tems: they preached the Gospel of God’s love 
and salvation for sinners, through the crucified 
and risen Lord Jesus Christ. They set small 
store by worldly forces: they had the power of 
God. Thev were not phased by human great- 
ness, nor dismayed before worldly might: they 
turned the world upside down! And they never 
thought of their Bible as the “instrument” of 
revelation: it was, and is, THE revelation; nor 
did they understand the Book to be a man-made, 
editorially confused, trial-and-error record of 
man’s search for God: thev understood that all 
Scripture 1s inspired of God and profitable... 


On the oppositely other hand, ‘it must be 
rather embarrassing to the dignified, historic, 
intellectual and cultured Churches who now 
go after fads and fancies of men, that the fast- 
est growing ecclesiastical bodies of this present 
time are those who take the plain, unrevised 
Bible, as the very Word of God, believe it, 
preach it, practice it. Is there no connection 
here? They seem, with all of their pitiful pov- 
erty in the things of world wisdom and human 
estimation, to have the one thing needful. 


Calling all rookies, all theological tadpoles, 
all novices, all who desire to do the work of 
the Lord in His great Harvest Field! Wisdom 
is the principal thing. The fear of the Lord is 
its beginning. According to a tradition, when 
the young scholars asked the Rabbi when they 
could study the sciences and art and philosophy, 
he advised them to find some time other than 
dav or night, for, he said, “It is written in 
the law: ‘Thou shall meditate therein day 
and night’”. And we recall from the record, 
that to Joshua, upon whose shoulders, the im- 
possible task of leading Israel fell, it was en- 
joined: “This Book of the Law shall not depart 
out of thy mouth . . . Then shalt thou make 
thy way prosperous, and then shalt thou have 
good success.”” Those who have marching orders. 
would do well to follow them. To faithfulness, 
not fame, is the promised crown. R.F.G. 


Are Ruling Elders Laymen! 


In the accounts of the several Presbyterian 
General Assemblies it is disconcerting to find 


is a layman. Is the highest office in the largest 
Presbyterian body in the world held by a lay- 
man? 


The distinction between clergy and laity 1s 
not New Testament. In First Peter the believers 
are described in 2.9 as a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people (laity). And the 
same people here denominated priests and laity 
are expressly called in 5.3 “the clergy,” “not 
as lords over God’s heritage, literally, the clergy.” 
“In the New Testament, then all the living mem- 
bers of the Church are priests, laity, clergy, 
even as all received the gift of the Holy Spirit 
on Pentecost, Acts 2. | 


The distinction between laity and clergy ap- 
pears in the early Church about 200 A. D., partly 
from the Old Testament usage. Thereafter there 
developed a sevenfold order of the clergy: priest, 
deacon, sub-deacon, acolyte, exorcist, lector 
(reader) , janitor (door-keeper). Now this pro- 
fusion of officers kept the line between the 
presiding official and the unordained members 
from becoming too sharp. For example, a mod- 
erate sized congregation of the fourth century 
might well have fifty persons in these several 
orders of the clerical militia. ‘The Roman Cath- 
olic theology recognizes all these as clergy. It 
defines as clergy all those who are ordained by _ 
a high or a lower ordination to a higher or 
lower office in the Church. If we are going to 
borrow their distinction at all, why not borrow 
it correctly? Dabney was nearer right than 
our current usage when he described the ruling 
elder as a clergyman. 


Current Roman Catholic practice, however, 
sharpens the line between the priest and the 
people by allowing the other six orders to be- 
come almost invisible in the typical congrega- 
tion. That is, as the local priest informed me, 
the several offices are all concentrated in the 
person of the priest. He receives and holds all 
seven of these offices. 


But we Presbyterians are doing almost as 
badly as the current Roman Catholic practice 
when we recognize only one person in the con- 
gregation as a clergyman, that is, we are widen: 
ing the gap too much between the Pastor and 
the people. Sometimes this gap is expressed in 
our worship when a Pastor permits only him- 
self to come to the Lord’s Table and places him- 
self between the Table and even the ruling 
(Probably this is often done uncon- 
sciously by the Minister, but it can make or in- 
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crease a cleavage) . In the Presbyterian Churches 
in England, France and Switzerland one or more 
elders serve with the Pastor behind the Table 
of the Lord. 


In the old Scottish “Bukes” of Discipline, the 
preachers, ruling elders and deacons are all 
called ministers for they are all ordained for 
serving the Church. Dr. Oscar Cullmann, dis- 
tinguished New Testament scholar and ruling 
elder in a French-speaking Church, says this 1s 
the true New Testament and Presbyterian way 
to think of the ruling elder. 


In American Presbyterianism, Charles Hodge 
thought of the Preacher as the presbyter ap- 
pointed by the Lord in Scripture, and of the 
ruling elder as only the delegate of the people. 
Our Southern Presbyterian Book of Church Or- 
der, however, was written by the disciples of 
J]. H. Thornwell who taught that the presbyter 
ordained by Christ in Scripture was the shep- 
herd or ruling elder, like the elder in the Jew- 
ish synagogue. Accordingly, the ruling elder 
has his appointment, his equipment, his call 
to office, his functions as the gift of the ascend- 
ed Christ even as does the preacher. Because 
the ruling elder is the servant of the Lord, only 
those who have the qualifications given in Scrip- 
ture ought to be chosen to that office. W.C.R. 


“IT Have Chosen You” 


Do you remember the words Jesus spoke on 
His way to Gethsemane? After reminding His 
disciples, “Without me, ye can do nothing,” He 
said, “If a man abide not in me, he is cast 
forth.” 


We can accomplish nothing without the per- 
mission, the help and the blessing of our Lord. 


And if we do not abide in Him, we will be cast 


forth, miserable failures. 


Our Lord made another profound remark 
when He said, “Ye have not chosen me, but I 
have chosen you.’ It should spur us on to re- 
newed energy to realize we have been chosen 
for a particular task. We have accepted the 
privilege of being CHRIST-ian men and at 
times we forget the responsibility that goes with 
this honor. 


. Sometimes we face difficulties and become 
discouraged. That is the time to remind our- 
selves that Christ has selected us. He has trusted 
us. Woe be to us, men, if we fail Him at this 
hour. Christ has selected every man who calls 
himself a CHRIST-ian. You have been desig- 
nated for some special service. Our Lord depends 
on you. 


Jesus impressed on His followers the idea 
that they were picked men. Perhaps some 
thought they were unprepared, not good enough 
to face a hostile world. We see the same situa- 
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tion today, we hear men say they are untrained 


and unworthy to accept the task. 


The disciples did not choose the task. Christ 
chose them for the task. God is calling many 
men to serve Him. Whatever your talent, God 
intends for you to use it. To serve Him in any 
capacity is the greatest honor a man may have. 


In doing the simple things, we grow in grace, 
and if your service is acceptable tor His honor 
and glory, you may rest assured the Master has 
spoken, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you.” 


Ralph Brewer, Alexandria, La. 


Has Protestanism Lost 
Its Conscience? 
By Gordon H. Clark 


The Protestant Reformation was both a doc- 
trinal and a moral movement. And to this day 
predominantly Protestant countries have main- 
tained a higher standard of morality than the 
Romish nations. 
organizations deteriorate, especially when they 
become rich and have need of nothing, one 
may wonder whether it may not be _ possible 
for Protestantism to lose its conscience. 


Consider an article published in For Educa- 
tion (January - March 1956), the periodical of 
the Federation Protestant de |’Enseignment. 


The author writes on Education in the New 
China. He holds that the key to the under- 
standing of the new China is its agricultural 
reform. Along with this goes a great cultural 
effort — schools, universities, museums — which 
is no merely secondary aspect of socialistic con- 
struction. Public service needs men and women 
who are not robots, but who are responsible 
individuals capable of developing popular 
democracy. Culture is at the center of socialism, 
and the new China has taken seriously these 
imperatives which determine socialistic policy. 


~The author continues by praising the intro- 
duction of an alphabet to take the place of the 
ancient characters. Then he sketches the (al- 
leged) workings of primary and secondary edu- 
cation, distinguished, he says, by attention to 
good health, good instruction, good morality, and 
good character. The children are taught patri- 
otism, internationalism, and love of peace. 


The author then concludes with praise for 
the Universities, the system of adult education, 
the socialist edification of the peasants, the 
building of libraries, and all the marvelous in- 
struments of culture. 


But the author in this Protestant periodical 
has not one word of adverse criticism. ‘There 
is no suspicion of the brutality, the torture, the 
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massacre of fifteen or twenty million people. 
All is sweetness and light. 


In the United States also there are Protes- 
tants who seem to admire Red China. They 
want it seated in the United Nations. ‘They 
dislike to hear it criticized. Can it be that 
Protestants are losing their conscience? Can 
liberalism preserve any sense of social respon- 
sibility? Or does lax theology tend toward a 
callous disregard of human rights? Could it 
be that the tendency toward a centrally con- 
trolled ecclesiastical organization finds its blood 
brother in the totalitarian state? 


More Corruption | 


By Rev. R. D. Littleton 
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 


The men who compiled the Confession of 
Faith foresaw that there was a tendency of men 
to bring forth arguments in favor of - many 
grounds for divorce and remarriage except those 
stated in the standards of our church. The sixth 
paragraph of Chapter XXXVI states it in these 
words . . . “Although the corruption of man be 
such as is apt to study arguments, unduly to 
put asunder those whom God hath joined to- 
gether in marriage .. . yet nothing but adultery, 
or such wilful desertion as can no way be 
remedied by the church or civil magistrate, is 


cause sufficient of dissolving the bond of mar- | 


riage 

The foresight of the writers of the Confession 
of Faith has been literally fulfilled among min- 
isters in our church, especially those who have 
been associated with the Division of Christian 
Relations. ‘These men once swore before AI- 
mighty God that they believed the teachings of 
the Confession of Faith, and promised their 


brethren that they would defend these teach- 


ings at any cost to themselves. 


It is admitted that there are difficult cases 
to handle, but it is also true that the Word of 
God discourages divorce in every instance, only 
adultery and irremediable desertion being suf- 
ficient grounds for divorce for the Christian. 


_It is also admitted that it is not easy for some 
people to live clean lives outside the married 
relationship, but this is true of people facing 
continuously certain other types of temptation. 
The person guilty of causing a divorce, if he 
is a Christian, has promise of the help of the 
Holy Spirit in living obedient to the law of God. 
God sent His Son to die for us that the Holy 
Spirit might come to us... “That the righteous- 
ness of the law might be fulfilled in us who walk 
not after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (Ro- 
mans 5:4). We can point men and women to 
the aid of the Holy Spirit who will assist them 
in being obedient under difficult circumstances. 
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Those who advocate remarriage for those guilty 
of causing a divorce usually speak of it adding 
to his happiness, and he may have some pleas- 
ures of sin for a season, but the Christian goal 
is not happiness but righteousness and accep- 
tance with God. 

For those who have assumed the office of 
ministers, it is only cowardice not to defend 
the truths of the Christian religion. To fail may 
add to the numbers of the church, but it will 
only add tares to the. kingdom of God within 
the church. 


This sometimes happens too that when a 
minister has been true to his calling those whom 
he has warned of sin and its consequences will 
return to him when they begin to reap the 
consequences of following their own lusts in- 
stead of heeding the warnings of the Word of 
God. 


The phrase which those who advocate other 
grounds for divorce among Christians than the 
above mentioned causes is found in I Corin- 
thians 7:15. These are the words, “But if the 
unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother 
or sister is not in bondage in such cases: but 
God hath called us to peace.” In this connec- 
tion Paul had said that a Christian married to 
an unbeliever, and deserted by the unbeliever, 
was not bound to the marriage contract. Some 
argue that this was a case of injustice and that 
there are many other equally as bad, and that 
all of them could be included in this phrase 
‘in such cases.” Study of the Greek shows this 
to be in error, and the precise meaning is “in 
cases such as this,” referring only to the cases 
mentioned above, where either a brother or a 
sister is deserted. The writers of the Confes- 
sion of Faith were great students of the lan- 
guages in which the Bible was written. 


The real origin of this effort to delete from 
our Confession of Faith the teaching with regard 
to divorce and remarriage is to be found among 
those who are so greatly in favor of the ecumeni- 
cal movement that they are willing to desert 
strongholds of faith to accomplish their goal. 
Fellowship on a broad scale is to them more 
important than the defense of the truth.  Fel- 
lowship in the truth is the real ecumenical move- 
ment, and it is the only one God will bless. Let 
us support true ecumenicity by defending the 
heritage left to us by God and His apostles. 
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Shall Women Be Ordained As Elders 
And Deacons In The 
Presbyterian Church U.S. | 


By Rev. G. T. Gillespie, D.D., Litt.D. 


By a vote of 235 to 226 the General Assembly 
has referred to the presbyteries the proposal 
to change our Form of Government, so as to 
provide for the ordination cf women to the 
offices of elder or deacon, on a permissive basis. 


Obviously, this involves a_ revolutionary 
change in our standards and a radical departure 
from the historic traditions of the church. But 
that is only half the story. If the Ad Interim 
Committee which submitted this proposal to 
the Assembly had been logically consistant and 
entirely frank, they would have included\a pro- 
vision for the ordination of women to the min- 
istry; for the same arguments which we 
vanced to support ordination of women t 
eldership and diaconate apply with equal f 
to the ministry. The experiences 
churches indicates that adoption of the firs 
novation is promptly followed by agitation for 
the admission of women to the ministry, which 
usually fellows in short erder. So let us not 
close our eyes to the fact that we are virtually 
facing a decision on both questions at this 
time. For only the first step in a new direc- 
tion really counts, the others follow naturally 
and inevitably. 


PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS 


To guard against wrong impressions and mis- 
understanding, the writer, in undertaking to 
discuss this difficult but imnortant subject, 
wishes to make certain personal observations: 


l. In taking sharp issue with the findings of 
the Ad-Interim Committee, let it be said, with 
all sincerity, that no reflection is intended upon 
the personnel of that committee, all of whom 
are esteemed by the writer for their high Chris- 
tian Character and ability, and whom he is hap- 
py to count as friends. 


2. In opposing the ordination of women to 


official positions in the church, because he be- 


lieves it to be without Scrintural warrant, the 
writer wishes to re-affirm his profound respect 
for Christian womanhood, and his conviction 
that there is ample rocm for the use of all of 
women’s God-given talents and graces in the 
service of Christ and the church, without seek- 
ing or assuming those responsibilities which God 
in his wisdom, has reserved for men. ' 
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3. It was particularly gratifying to have the 
statement from the Chairman of the Ad-Interim 
Committee that the demand for this change has 
not come from the leaders, or from the rank and 
file, of the women of the church. . This is not 
enly a fact, but many of the sprritwally-minded 
women of the church have strongly condemned 
the proposal, and are actively exerting their in- 
fluence to prevent its adoption by the church. 


The question therefore naturally arises, 
“Whence comes the demand for this change’’? 
The obvious answer is, that the real sponsors 
of this movement, are that increasingly aggres- 
sive group of liberals in the church, who, at 
times seem half ashamed of their Presbyterian 
heritage, and always like the Areopagites, in- 
terested in “some new thing,” and who seem to 
be obsessed with the idea that progress consists 
in following the fashion set by some of our 
sister churches, lest we commit the unpardon- 
able sin of being out of step with the ecumenical 
procession. 


THE REAL ISSUE — THE AUTHORITY 
AND ADEQUACY OF THE SCRIPTURES 


The real issue involved in this proposed 
change, is not a question as to the wisdom, or 
expediency, from our human point of view, 
of admitting women to ordination in_ the 
Church, but it is far deeper and more vital. 
Essentially it has to do with our whole attitude 
with respect to the authority and adequacy of 
the Scriptures. 


The basic principle underlying our Presby- 
terian System, is that the warrant and pattern 
for the Government of the Church is clearly 
set forth in the Word of God, the only infallible 
rule of faith and practice; which principle is 
stated in our Form of Government Chapter IJ, 
Par. 10, as follows: 


“Christ as King, has given to his church, 
officers, oracles, and ordinances; and especially 


‘has he ordained therein his system of doctrine, 


government, discipline and worship; all which 
are either expressly set down in Scripture, or 
by goed and necessary inference may be deduced 
therefrem; and to which things he commands 
that nothing be added, and that from them 
naught be taken away.” 
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It is indeed remarkable, and perhaps not with- 


out significance, that this statement which sets 
forth the historic and distinctive position of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, and which 1s the 
very crux of the whole matter at issue, was not 
quoted or even referred to, in the lengthy report 
of the Ad-Interim Committee. 


Those of us who loyally support this princi- 
ple have frequently been represented as con- 
tending for a strict literalism in the interpreta- 
tion of Scripture, and for the imposition of in- 
flexible rules which take no account of changed 
conditions, or exceptional circumstances$ Where- 
as our contention is that Scriptural statements 
ought to be interpreted in their natural and 
obvious meaning, without evasion or mental 
reservation; and that Christ has laid down in 
His Word, not hard and fast rules to bind and 
hamper His church, but broad principles which 
are to be applied with spiritually enlightened 
reason and sanctified common sense. 


WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURES? 
The Old Testament Record 


According to the story of creation in Genesis, 
Woman is accorded a position of partnership 
with man, but definitely subordinate to his au- 
thority in the social order. No evidence is avail- 
able to show that this ordinance, established 
by the Creator, and based upon the natural 
characteristics differentiating men and woman, 
has ever been repealed. The Apostle Paul in- 
vokes it in support of his contention that men 
are to be vested with the chief authority in 
church as well as in the family. 


In a few isolated instances, according to the 
Old Testament record, women assumed, or at- 
tempted to assume, positions of leadership or 
authority, but close examination of the record 


will show that in each of these cases the circum- | 


stances were extraordinary, and that, at most, 


they could only be classed as exceptions which 


prove the rule. But in no sense did they set 
up a precedent for the elevation of women to 
positions of supreme authority in either old, or 
the new dispensations. 


In this connection it is worthy of note, that 
under the Mosaic economy, women were more 
highly esteemed, and enje.ed a mere liberal 
Status than was true of women among other 
oriental peoples. However the exclusion of 
women from any official connection with the 
Tabernacle or Temple worship was doubtless 
providential, since it saved Judaism from the 
immoral practices and degrading influences 
which characterized the worship of practically 
all pagan peoples in ancient and modern times. 


The Attitude Of Our Lord 


If it was the desire and intention of Our Lord, 
that the way should be opened for women to 
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serve the church in an official capacity, there 

is nothing to indicate it in the record of his life 
and teaching in the New Testament. On the 
contrary, there are many positive indications 
that he had no other thought or purpose than 


that these weighty responsibilities should rest 


on the shoulders of men. 


When, after a night spent in prayer, Our 
Lord chose the twelve disciples, who were to 
be his constant companions and helpers, and 
whom he later designated and ordained as Apos- 
tles, it ts significant that all twelve chosen were 
men. Even though he was at times accompanied 
by certain women, including his own mother, 
“who ministered unto him of their sibstance,” 
there is no recorded instance in which he recog- 
nized or used women in any official capacity, 
or invested them with authority to preach or to 
teach in his name. 


The attitude of Jesus toward his own mother 
was always respectful, but on more than one 
occasion he made it clear that he did not rec- 
ognize her right to counsel or influence him 
with respect to his ministry and the work of 
his kingdom. 


Jesus had a deep understanding of the needs 
of women of all classes and conditions, and it 
was in keeping with the compassion of his heart, 
and his redemptive mission, to stoop to be 
gracious to her, upon whom the curse of sin 
had fallen first, and heaviest. He often paid 
generous tribute to woman’s superior faith and 
devotion, and yet it is worthy of note, that it 
was in every instance the ministry of women in 
the field of personal or private relationships, 
which called for the Master’s commendation. 


The Holy Spirit and The Early Church 
Our Lord had promised The Twelve that he 


would send the Holy Spirit, who would guzde 


them into all truth. One important segment 
of that truth had to do with the organization 
and government of the church, and the Book 
of Acts is largely the record of the successive 
steps in the development of the new type of 
organization, under the leadership of the Apos- 
tles and the special guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


Just as the ‘Holy Spirit had fashioned the 
body of the child Jesus in the womb of the 
Virgin Mary, so it seems fitting that the Holy 
Spirit should give substance and form to the 
new body of Christ, which is His church, which 
came to birth at Pentecost. And just as he 
guided the Apostles infallibly in preparing and 
certifyinz to the church the New Testament 
Scriptures which completed the sacred canon, so 
he guided them with the same infallible wisdom, 
in developing and perfecting the pattern of or- 
ganization and government, which Christ de- 
signed to be the model for his church in suc- 
ceeding ages. 
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The principle of the choice of their leaders 
by the people, was instituted at the first meet- 


ing of the disciples after the Ascension of the 


Lord, when the one hundred and twenty mem- 
bers of the group gathered in the upper room, 
and Peter stood up in their midst and pointed 
out the necessity of choosing one to take the 
place of Judas who had taken his own life, after 
betraying his Lord, as recorded in Acts 1:12-26. 


In the same connection, it is quite significant, 
and pertinent to the issue now before us, that 
Peter definitely limited the choice to men, al- 
‘though there were several devoted women pres- 
ent in that company, including the mother of 
Jesus, who were worthy of all honor. 


Again, when the church faced an emergency, 
because of the neglect of the Greek widows in 
the daily ministration, as recorded in Acts 6:1-7, 
Peter called the congregation together and dt- 
rected them to choose seven men to take charge 
of these temporal matters; and when the seven 
had been chosen they were. set apart to their 
offices by prayer and the laying on of hands, 
by the Apostles. Insofar as we have any record 
this marks the instituticn of the office of deacon 
in the church, and since women were certainly 
not considered eligible in that instance, it would 
seem to follow as a natural inference that this 
principle was intended as a definite feature of 
the permanent polity of the church. 


We have no record in Acts of when, or how 
the first elders were chosen, but at an early 
period they appear to be associated with the 
Apostles in the supervision and direction of the 
church at Jerusalem. A similar group func- 
tioned in the church at Antioch, and it is def- 
initely stated that Paul as a missionary evange- 
list “ordained elders in everv church.” It is 
also recorded in Acts 20:17-38 that Paul called 


the elders of the church cf Ephesus to meet him 


at Miletus, where he addressed them as “breth- 
ren,” and bade them an affecticnate farewell. 
In each of these references to the eldership it 
is clear, either from the names listed, the use of 
the masculine gender, or from the context, that 
only men were included in the groups. 


Pertinent Statements in The Epistles of Paul 


The Apostle Paul, in his first letter to Tim- 
othy, after discussing at length the status and 
conduct of women in the church, solemnly 
declared; Chapter 2:12, “But J suffer not a 
woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over 
the man, but to be in silence.” Closely follow- 
ing this, in Chapter 3:1-7, he states the qualifi- 
cations for the office ef bishop, which is just 
another title for the elder, as follows: “If a 
man desire the office of a bishop,. he desireth 
a good work” A bishop then, must be 
blameless the husband of one wife . . . one 
that ruleth well his own house, having his chil- 
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dren in subjection with all gravity; for ia man 
know not how to rule his own house, how shall 
he take care of the church of God?” 


Then follows a similar statement concerning 
the qualifications for the office of deacon, em- 
phasizing also the requirement that they should 
be “husbands of one wife’ “ruling their chil- 
dren and their own houses well.” 


The same general requirements for the elder- 
ship are set forth by Paul in his letter to Titus, 
Chapter 1:5-9, as follows: 


“For this cause left I thee in Crete, that 
thou shouldest set in order the things that 
are wanting, and ordain elders in every city 
as I had appointed thee: if any be blame- 
less, the husband of one wife, having faithful 
children, not accused of riot or unruly, for 
a bishop must be blameless as the steward 
of God; not self-willed, not soon angry, not 


given to filthy lucre; but a lover of hospital-_— 


ity, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, tem- 
perate; holding fast the faithful word as he 
hath been taught, that he may be able by 
sound doctrine both to exhort and to con- 
vince the gainsayers.”’ 


Assuming as we do, that Paul spoke by in- 
spiration, and with authority as he claimed as 
“An Ambassador of Christ,” 7t is difficult 


to understand how any honest student of 


the Bible can ignore, evade or liberalize the 
plain statements of Paul, so as to justify or 
defend the ordination of women to the offices 
of elder or deacon. 


The Case of Phoebe 


Much has been made by the advocates of 
the ordination of women, of the incidental ref- 
erence by Paul in Romans 16:1, to Phoebe as 
a “diakonon” of the church at Cenchrea. It 
is contended that this word which is sometimes 
translated “deacon,’ should be so translated in 
this case, and it means that Phoebe held the 
office of deacon in the church at Cenchrea. 


In this connection it should be noted that the 
Authorized version translates the word as 
“servant of the church at Cenchrea,’ evidently 
assuming that the expression was used by Paul 
in its general and usual sense. By an actual 


count, it is found that this word is used in the 


New Testament thirty times; in twenty-seven 
cases it is translated in its general sense as 
“servant,” or “‘minister,” 
where the context evidently requires, it is trans- 
lated with the special meaning as “deacon.” The 
weight of evidence therefore would seem to be 
about nine to one against the possibility that 
Paul referred to Sister Phoebe as a deacon of 
the church in the special sense of an ordained 
official, but far more likely that he was simplv 


commending her as an exceptionally active and 


devoted worker. Surely, even if the remote pos- 
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sibility of the correctness of such a translation 
should be granted, that would provide a slen- 
der thread indeed on which to base a divine 
warrant for the ordination of women as deacons 
and elders, in the absence of any corroborating 
circumstances, and especially, in the face of over- 
whelming evidence, from numerous Scriptural 
passages, that the ordination of women to of.- 
ficial positions in the church, was not contem- 
plated, or provided for in this formative period, 
when the church was under the personal super- 
vision of the Apostles, and the special guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 


A FINAL WORD 


To all who have studied this question care- 
fully and prayerfully, and have reached different 
conclusions, the writer cheerfully accords the 
right of private judgment, and the respect which 
is due to Brothers in Christ. 


To those who have formed opinions casually, 
and without due consideration, the writer ap- 
peals for a reconsideration of this important 
question on its merits, and a fresh, first hand, 
study of the teaching of the Bible, until a con- 
vincing and satisfying answer has been found. 

Let each of us, as presbyters, when we come 
to vote on this question, base our decision, not 
on what is expedient, or in keeping with the 
spirit of this modern age; not on what other 
denominations are doing, or are planning to do; 
not on what may be pleasing to the women or to 


-any other group in the church; but on what 


Christ has clearly revealed in His Word, as the 
divinely given plan for the government of the 
church, which he purchased with His blood; 
and of which He was, and is, and will ever be, 
the SOLE KING AND HEAD. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


“Sunday, August 19, Philippians 2:5-11. Christ’s 


relation to His disciples is the example of our 
relations with other Christians (vv.5,7). What 
incidents of humility and service do you think 
of in the ministry of Christ? Christ’s relation to 
the Father while here on earth is the example 


of what our relation to God should be (vv.5-6, . 


8). What is the ultimate example of obedience 
in the life of Christ? Observe in vv.9-11 the 


Great Reward for Christ’s humility and obedi- 
ence. God is at work within you to cause you to 
follow in the footsteps of Christ (v.13). What, 
qualities does Paul call for in the Philippians’ 


lives that you feel you need in your life (vv.2-8, 
12-15) ? 

Monday, August 20, 1 John 3:14-17. One of 
the greatest commands Christ has given his 
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disciples is that they love one another (John 
13:34; 15:12). In fact what does John say of 
the person who does not love (vv.14b,15) ? What 
does he say about the person who says he loves 
but does not practice it (vv.7-18)? God has 
demonstrated His love to us by something that 
He actually has done for us (v.16a). Love for 
the brethren is the actual test of our new life 
in Christ (v.l4a). It is no marvel if Christians 


‘are hated by the world (v.13), but it is a wonder 


if they fail to love one another. 


Tuesday, August 21, I Corinthians 15:20-23. 
The Resurrection of the body of the believer 
is directly related to the bodily Resurrection of 
Christ (v.20). Our hope of the Resurrection is 
based upon this fact (v. 20). Just as a result 
of Adam’s disobedience death entered into the 
world - and upon all individuals - so new life 
comes to every believer because of Christ’s Res- 
urrection (v.22). Christ at His coming (v.23) 
will destroy that which Adam caused (v.26). 
Observe in the light of the tremendous author- 
ity and power which Christ has (v.24), the 
depth to which He stooped to save us from the 


_ powers of death (v.20). Would there have been 


any hope for us if He had not done this (vv.17- 
19)? Give thanks to God that He Who is all- 
powerful stooped to die and be resurrected that 
we might be raised. 


Wednesday, August 22, John 13:31-35. The 
Last Supper has been celebrated (vv.1-2); the 
traitor has been announced (vv.21-30) : the cross 
is at hand. Observe that Jesus does not men- 
tion the cross but prepares His disciples for His 
departure (13:31-14:4). Where is Jesus going 
(14:2-3) ? Why cannot the disciples follow Him 
(vv.33,37) ? Will Jesus come back again (14:3) ? 
What provision does Jesus make for His disciples 
while He is gone (14:16-19,26-27) ? Study the 
various ministries of the Holy Spirit in 14:16-19, 
26-27. Is Christ’s provision for His disciples 
adequate? What one commandment does He 
leave them (13:34)? Faced with a traitor in His 
midst and crucifixion on a cross, Jesus’ sole in- 
terest at this point is in His disciples. In times 
of stress and strain can you be concerned for 
problems and needs of others? 


Thursday, August 23, Matthew 28:16-20. The 
Gospels portray Christ as the Lamb of God; 
the Book of Revelation reveals Him in His . 
Kingship. In giving the Great Commission the 
risen Christ manifests Himself in His Kingship 
(vv.18,20). His disciples give Him worship 
(v.17). He equates Himself with the other 
two members of the Trinity (v.19). He holds 
the future in His hands (v.20b). Compare this 
picture of Christ with that given in Revelation 
1:5-7,17-19. Revelation. 1:12-16,20 pictures Christ 
standing in the midst of His Churches clothed 
in all his regal authority. Meditate’ upon what 


_ Christ says about Himself in the Great Com- 
“mission with the portrayal of Him in Revelation 
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1. Do you have a new sense of the authority 
and presence of the One Who has given you 
The Great Commission? 


Friday, August 24, Matthew 26:26-30. We are 
not given any description of the deep emotions 
that must have been present in that last night 
before the cross. The traitor had been an- 
nounced (vv.20-25); the disciples were soon to 
forsake Him (vv.31-35). One can tell from 
the words of Institution (vv.26-28) that Jesus 
knew exactly why He was to die. Notice that 
Jesus in this hour had His eyes not only on 
the cross, but on that day when He would re- 
turn in power and great glory (v.29). The 
Lord’s Supper was for the benefit of the disciples 
—to remind them of what He did for them on 
the cross; to assure them of His continual pres- 
ence after His departure; to cause them to look 
forward to the Final Consummation. In the 
face of your darkest hours can you see hope 
beyond? 


Saturday, August 25, Ephesians 5:25-27. The 
husband-wife_ relationship is compared _ to 
Christ’s relation to His Church. In wv.21-33 
study the relation of Christ to His Church. What 
verbs in vv.25,29 describe Christ’s attitude 
toward Her? His purpose in His relationship 
with Her is to strengthen, nourish, and honor 
her (vv.26-27,29). The Church is subject to 
Christ because of His love for her (vv.23-24). 
This subjection on her part is voluntary and 
is because she loves Him. Think through the 
relation of Christ to His Church in terms of 
the relation of a Christian husband and wife. 
Is this a picture of a happy, harmonious home? 
How could this picture improve your home 


(From “New Testament Evangelism” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 151 


SUGGESTED PROGRAM FOR 
PERSONAL WORK GROUPS 


Let us take for example a group of six, or 
eight, or ten. We will assume they have enlisted 
to do personal work. One of the number is 
chosen as leader, if not already appointed by the 
church’s governing board. They are banded to- 
gether as a unit in the church’s forces to share 
in the accomplishment of the church’s evange- 
listic objective. Their work may be described 
under three heads: 


1. To pray for the unsaved in the community; 
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2. To carry the Gospel invitation to the un- 
saved; 


3. To study how to increase in effectiveness 
as soul winners. 


Prayer. They will pray as a group and in 
private for the salvation of those whom they 
seek, and also for the evangelistic objectives of 
the whole Church. | 


Carrying the Gospel to the unsaved. ‘There 
should be a list of prospects for the group to 
definitely work upon. This list may be made 
up by the members of the group, or it may be 
supplied by the Pastor (he usually has such a 
list) - or the two lists combined. How individuals 
may discover prospects, and how to approach 
them, was dealt with in Lesson No. 143. 


Cards bearing. the names of prospects should 
be divided among the group. Here will come 
a real test of faith. It is the writer’s firm con- 
viction that the prospects should not be chosen 
by the worker, but be assigned. ‘This can be 
safely done under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. Let the group pray that He will direct 
their hands as they draw them from the lot, 
(this is scriptural - see Acts 1:24-26), without 
looking at the names. If left to choose, it is but 
natural that one will endeavor to select the pros- 
pect whom he may think may be most easily ap- 
proached. This would be shifting the effort 
into a merely human process. But it is the work 
of the Holy Spirit. The very one whom you 
would shrink most from approaching may be 
the one whom the Lord is going to give you a 
great blessing in winning. It may be safely said 
there is no one in the community whom you 
may not, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
properly invite to accept Jesus Christ. That per- 
son may be your worst enemy. Then, this is 
the occasion of humbling yourself to win a soul 
to Jesus. 


In a certain group the foregoing plan was 
adopted. Every man pledged beforehand that 
he would interview any prospect he might 
“draw” from the prospect cards, after asking 
the Holy Spirit’s guidance. One man, a manu- 
facturer, drew the name of his foreman. They 
had been friends, but through some labor trou- 
bles in the plant growing into a strike threat, 
which the manufacturer had reason to suspect 
his foreman had instigated, they had become 
enemies. ‘The manufacturer dared not discharge 
the foreman, for fear of precipitating a tie-up. 
Imagine his feelings when that foreman’s name 
fell into his hands as a prospect for evangelistic 
effort - the last man in the world he would have 
chosen to approach on such a subject. But he 
was game. He went back to his office, praying, 
and sent for the foreman. The man entered 
with a defiant air;.he thought of course the in- 
terview would be on factory matters; but he 


was quickly disillusioned. The boss said, “Sit 
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down, Jim; there are two things I want to tell 
you. The first is that I am a sinner in the 
sight of God, (Jim’s face was covered with as- 
tonishment; his boss acknowledging to him that 
he was a sinner) but,’’ continued the boss, “Jim, 
thank God I am a saved sinner, because I have 
accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as my Saviour; 
and the second thing I want to say to you, Jim, 
is that I want you to accept Him as your Saviour, 
too. You need Him, Jim, and I need Him; 
we are both sinners - the only difference is that 
I am a saved sinner, and without Christ you 
are a lost sinner. But it need not continue so. 
You can settle it right now; worft you take 
Him?” ‘The boss told me about this, himself. 
He said that for a moment or two, Jim sat 


there like a man in a daze. Then his face 
brightened and he held out his hand to his 
boss, saying in his crude way, “It’s a deal - I’m 


taking Him for mine, too; thank you, sir.” 


Needless to say, there was no strike. The labor 
trouble vanished into thin air. The Holy Spirit 
knew what He was doing. 


What a world of ill-feelings and misunder- 
standings would be dispelled between men and 
between nations if all who call themselves Chris- 


-tians would begin really trying to win souls to 


the Master, in the power and under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit! 


(More about the group program 
in the next lesson). 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 19 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Grounds Of Christian Assurance 


Background Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34; I John 2:28 - 5:21 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 46 


Our Scripture selections suggest two kinds of Assurance: (1) The assurance that God will take 
care of us in this life, and (2) the assurance that God will take care of us in the world to come. 
The first passage teaches us not to be anxious and worried about the “things” we need here on 
earth, and the second, how we can “know” that we have eternal life. If we possess these two kinds 


of assurance we will be happy indeed. 


The ground of our assurance—both kinds— 
is found in God; God’s character, and God’s 
promisés. Our Devotional Reading (Psalm 46) 
makes this very clear. It starts with a cure for 
fear: “God is our refuge and strength . .». 
Therefore will not we fear.” This earth is a 
stormy place. Nature sometimes gets on a “ram- 


_ page,” and nations are in constant turmoil and 


strife and war. We can “Be still, and know 
that I am God.” There is a simple little picture 
which illustrates this comforting thought. It 


is the picture of a storm, and a little bird sit- 


ting on its nest as it sways back and forth in 
the gale. So our “nests’’ sometimes seem threat- 
ened with destruction. If the “God of Jacob 
is our refuge,’ we need not fear. 


I. The Assurance that God will take care of 
us in this life: Matt: 6:25-34. 


First, let me say, that these verses do not 
teach or encourage us to be idle or lazy. The 
Bible plainly commands us to work with our 
hands (and brains), in order to provide for 
those who are dependent upon us, and to have 
to give to those that need. Those who do not 
provide for their households are worse than 
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the unbelievers. The Bible holds the lazy and 
idle man up to scorn: “Go to the ant, thou 
sluggard, consider her ways, and be wise,” etc. 
God’s saints are busy people; diligent in busi- 
ness, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord. Men 
like Joseph and Daniel stood before kings be- 
cause they were diligent. The Saviour Himself 
sets us an example of honest toil. He was a 
Carpenter before He was a Preacher. When He 
began His ministry He said, I must work the 
works of Him that sent me while it is day. © 


These verses do teach us not to worry, or be 
anxious. Let us do our best to provide the 
“things” we need, and then trust our heavenly 
Father to take care of us and our loved ones. 
Even .when we work hard and do our best 
there are many things which are beyond our 
control. I used to be a truck farmer. We would 
prepare our soil, plant our seed, work hard 
to make sure that we had a good yield, but 
sometimes a dry spell came and all our toil 
seemed in vain. One day we set out a thousand 


-beautiful tomato plants, and that afternoon 


there came a terrible hail storm which destroyed 
them all. There are times when we need these 
verses badly. Let us see if we can find some 
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reasons, given by our Great Teacher, which 
will help. | 


1. The life is more than food, and the body 
than raiment. Material possessions, however 
necessary and valuable, are not as precious, or 
as important, as spiritual possessions. A man 
can live a good while without food, and can 
live to a ripe old age on very simple food. 
Think of Elijah and John the Baptist, and the 
periods of fasting by Moses and Jesus. ‘The 
body does not have to be clothed in beautiful 
garments; John had camel’s hair and a leather 
girdle, and no man was greater than he. Our 
Master wore the simple robe provided by His 
friends. In these days we stress our “High Stan- 
dard of Living.” Is our “Standard” a mere ma- 
terial standard? No one ever had a higher 
standard than Jesus Christ, and He had none 
of the “‘things’”’ we consider indispensable. Many 
of our modern conveniences add nothing to 
real life, and some of them shorten and hamper 
our lives. Many of us would be better off if 
we lived more simply. So our first lesson would 
suggest that many of the “things” we worry 
about are neither important or essential. 


2. We are more valuable than birds, and 
God takes care of the birds: Birds are neither 
idle or lazy. They build their nests and hunt 
for their food. They do not expect their Creator 
to do these things for them; to bring their food 
to them or provide ready-made nests. Yet you 
never saw a bird die of worry. They expect 
their food to be provided, and it is. 


Now Jesus says, Are ye not much better than 
they? If God, the Great Provider, sees to it 
that the fowls of the air have food, will He not 
look after His children? ‘There have been 
famines caused by the sins of men, and at other 
times men starve because of greed, or cruelty, 
or indifference. There is plenty for all if prop- 
erly distributed, or not destroyed by men. He 
even provided for the rebellious and evil; He 


sends rain upon the just and unjust. Will He 


not care for us? 


3. God provides beautiful garments for the 
lilies of the field. Will He not provide clothing 
for the men and women He created? Flowers 
last but a few hours. We live for a long time. 


4. Worry does not help. It hurts. It never 
adds one cubit to our stature; it does not 
lengthen life; it shortens it. It is a common 
saying that worry kills more people than hard 
work. 

5. It is unbecoming in a child of God to be 
anxious and worried. Gentiles, or heathens, or 
unbelievers, might=be excused, but surely we, 
His children, those who believe in Him, ought 
to trust Him. He is our heavenly Father. 


6. He knows that we have need of these 
“things.” He created us and is fully aware 
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that we need food and clothing. 

7. If we “put first things first”; if we seek 
first the kingdom of God and His righteous- 
ness, then all these “things” will be added to 
us. Here is His specific promise. 


8. Let us not try to carry the burden of to- 
morrow, only the burden of the day in which 
we are living. “Give us day by day our daily 
bread,” we ask in our familiar prayer. Life 
one day at a time, and all our days will be 
happier. 


II. Assurance for the Life to come: 
I John 2:28 - 5:21. 


How can we know that we have eternal 
life? Surely, that is the most important of ques- 
tions, and the man who can answer in the af- 
firmative is a happy man. Paul is very fond of 
this word, “know” -: I know whom I have be- 
lieved and am persuaded that He is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto Him; 
We know that we have a tabernacle not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens; etc. 


John, in this first Epistle, is telling us how 
we may be sure that we have eternal life. I 
would like to point out three “Tests” which 
we find in these verses. ‘They form three con- 
trasts. They are mingled together, overlap, and 
supplement each other. 


1. The Test of Righteousness in contrast with 
Sin. In verse 29 of chapter 2 we find these 
words: “If ye know that he is righteous, ye 
know that every one that doeth righteousness 
is born of him.” This is the same test that 
Jesus suggests when He says, By their fruits 
ye shall know them. In verse 9 of Chapter 3 
it is put in even stronger words: ‘Whosoever 
is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed 
remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because 
he is born of God. In this the children of God 
are manifest, and the children of the devil.” 
Let us ask ourselves the question, Am I living 
a life of sin, or a life of obedience to God? The 
man who is continuing to live the same old 


life of sin can have no assurance that he is a 


child of God. If you are a child of God, then 
you have a new nature; old things are passed 
away, all things are become new. You hate 
sin. You turn from it. You grieve over it and 
confess it and seek immediate forgiveness. The 
“seed”’ within you cannot sin, and will enable 


you to conquer the “old man,” and put the 


“new man” in control. Look for fruit in your 
life, the fruit of the Spirit. Fruit, more fruit, 
much fruit, fruit that endures unto eternal life. 
The Spirit gives you victory over sin. 

2. The Test of Love in contrast with Hatred: 
“We know that we have passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren.” He that 
loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love. 
Do we love sin? This is a sure sign that we 
are not “born again.” Do we love God? Then 
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we have the witness of the Spirit that we are 
children of God. Do we love our fellow men, 
and especially our brethren? If a man say, I love 
God, and hate his brother, then he is a lar, 
for how can we love God, Whom we have not 
seen, if we do not love our brother whom we 
have seen? Hatred has no place in the Chris- 
tian’s heart. It is the mark of the world. 

3. Test of Faith 
Unbelief. 


In 5:1 we read: ‘‘Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is born of God.” -In verse 


in contrast with 


10: “He that believeth on the Son of God hath 
the witness in himself.’ In verse 13: “These 
things have I written unto you that believe on 
the name of the Son of God: that ye may know 
that ye have eternal life, and that ye may be- 
lieve on the name of the Son of God.” Do we 
have a living Faith, not merely an intellectual 
assent, but a faith that works by love, and ——— 
forth the fruits of righteousness. 


Here are three “Tests” that We may apply to 
our hearts and lives. Let us never be content 
or satisfied until “we know that we have eternal 
life.”’ 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR AUGUST 19° 


What The Bible 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 


Hymn: “O For A Thousand ‘Tongues 
To Sing” 
‘Prayer 
Scripture: .Acts 2:14-36 
Hymn: “Jesus, The Very ‘Vhought Ot Thee” 
Offering 
Hymn: “There Is A Green Hill Far Away” 


Suggested Procedure: 


(Write all the Scripture references contained 
in the program on slips of paper. Ask the young 
people to bring their Bibles to the meeting. Dis- 
tribute the references among them, ask the 
speakers to call on them to read the verses at 
the appropriate places.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The Bible is the source book for Christianity. 
The basic reason for its occupying this impor- 
tant place in our religion is that it introduces 
us to Christ and tells us what we need to know 
about Him. What we know about Christ is 
the heart and soul of Christianity, and the Bible 
supplies that knowledge. Both the breadth and 
the depth of Scriptural teaching about Christ 


is so great that we could not begin to deal with - 


all of it in one program. Our purpose here 
is to consider some of the central truths about 
Christ as they are found in the Bible. 


First Speaker: 

A fundamental part of the knowledge of 
Christ which we need to have concerns His 
nature. What does the Bible have to say about 
the nature of Christ? In brief, the Bible tells 
us that Christ has a two-fold nature. He is both 
God and man. ‘There is abundant evidence in 
Scripture to throughly establish these basic 
truths. 
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REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Says About Christ 


The Bible clearly claims that Christ is God. 
(Read John 1:1). “The Word” surely refers 
to Christ, for in the same chapter (v. 14) we 
read, “the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us.” (Read Matthew 16:16). Jesus not 
only permitted this statement of Peter’s to 
stand, but said that it was divinely revealed. 
(Read John 10:30). Here we have Jesus’ own. 
clear claim that He is God. 


There are many other words and ways by 
which the Bible establishes that Christ is God. 
Scriptures ascribe to Christ divine qualities. 
God alone is eternal, but hear what the Bible 
says of Christ: (Read John 1:1.) Only God 
is all-powerful, but this is what Jesus said of 
Himself: (Read Matthew 28:18.) |Unchange- 
ableness belongs to God alone. Hear what the 
Bible says of Christ: (Read Hebrews 13:8.) 


‘There are some works which can be done 
only by God, and many of these are ascribed 
by Scripture ,to Christ. Only God can create. 
Hear what the Bible says of Christ: (Read John 
1:3 and Col, 1:16.) No one but God can for- 
give sins, but Jesus forgave the sins of the palsied 
man as recorded in Matthew 9:2 and Mark 2:5. 
No one but God has the right to judge or the 
power to raise the dead, but consider what the 
Bible says of Jesus: (Read John 5:21,22.) All 
of these considerations make it plain that the 
Bible claims a divine nature for Christ. 


One of Christ’s favorite names for Himself 
during the days of His earthly ministry was 
the “Son of man.” This name tells us of His 
human nature, and that He is the representative 
of humanity. The genealogy recorded in Luke 
traces His human ancestry back to Adam. Scrip- 
ture tells us that He was born of the Virgin 
Mary, that He grew and was subject to His 
earthly parents, that He became weary, that 
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He ate food, that He drank water, that He 
was saddened, that He suffered at the hands 
of the Romans, that He died on the cross, and 
that He was buried. All of these are clearly 
taught in Scripture, and all these are very human 
things. A careful reading of- the New ‘Testa- 
ment, and especially of the Gospels, will con- 
vince any thoughtful, reasonable person that 
Christ possesses a very real human nature. 


Second Speaker: 

Another fundamental teaching of the Bible 
concerning Christ has to do with the reason 
for His coming to earth as a man. The Scrip- 
ture makes a very clear statement of the reason. 
(Read Luke 19:10 and Mark 10:45.) The Bible 
tells us that Christ came to save His human 
creatures from their sins, and that He came be- 
cause of the love of God. (Read Romans 6:23 
and John 3:16.) 


The purpose of Christ’s coming makes it clear 
to us why it was necessary for Him to have two 
natures. It was needful for Him to have the 
human nature so that He could be our true 
representative. He had to share our nature 
before He could bear our sin. It was necessary 
for Him to have the divine nature in order to 
be an acceptable sin-bearer before God. Every 
sinful person must die for his own sin, but 
Christ the Son of God had no sin. The Bible 
explains it so fully in these passages: (Read 
II Corinthians 5:21, I Peter 1:18,19, and I Peter 
2:24.) The Bible tells us that in Christ we 
find the righteous God taking the place of His 
sinful creatures and dying for them that they 
might live for and with Him. 


Third Speaker: 

There are many other important truths about 
Christ taught in the Bible, but one demands 
our attention because it is so basic. It is the 
resurrection. (Read Acts 2:32.) It is said that 
there is no better attested fact in all ancient 
history than the apostle’s belief in the resurrec- 
tion, and thev came to this conviction out of 
_ great doubt. Not only does the resurrection 
prove Christ’s victory, but it is the seal of hope 
for those who believe in Him. (Read I Corin- 
thians 15:20, 22 and Hebrews 7:25.) 


What the Bible says about Christ is so clear 


and so convincing that we can well understand 
that the best way of leading a person to believe 
in Jesus is to let him hear and read what the 
Scriptures say. 


“I hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $. 


for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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The Women’s Birthday Gift 
Montreat— 


Two checks, totaling more than $175,000, were 
presented to officials of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., here July 19th when the Women of the 
Church brought in their annual “Birthday Of- 
fering” to specific projects of the Church. 


The gift, presented during the annual 
Women’s Training School, is the largest ever 
given by the Women of the Church for a project 
inside the borders of the Church, and additional 
donations will be coming in for some time. The 
gift has been exceeded only by the $200,000 
Birthday Offering of 1955, which went to a mis- 
sionarv project—the building of the Yodagawa 
Christian Hospital, Osaka, Japan. 


Largest check presented, for $100,549.35, went 
to Dr. P. D. Miller, executive secretary of the 
Board of Church Extension, Atlanta, for use 
in expansion of the Ybor City Mission work 
among Latin Americans in Tampa, Fla. The 
other check, for $75,000, was given to Dr. Mar- 


Shall C. Dendy, executive secretary of the Board 


of Christian Education, Richmond, Va., for use 
in. Area Laboratory Schools, in which Sunday 
School teachers are given training. 


Presentation of the Birthday Offering was. 


made by Miss Mary S. Quidor, treasurer of the 
Board of Women’s Work, Atlanta; Mrs. A. R. 
Craig, chairman of the Board, from Rutherford- 
ton, N. C.; and Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, execu- 
tive secretary of the Board, Atlanta. 


Dr. Miller, in accepting the large check, “ 
clared that “Those who are responsible for 
Ybor City Mission are most grateful for this 
magnificent gift from the Women of the Church. 
It will be used immediately. for the erection of 
the West Tampa Presbyterian Church, as an 
extension, in a new area, of the Ybor City work 
which has been so successfully directed by the 
Rev. Walter Passiglia. 


“A large and well-located lot has been se- 
cured,” Dr. Miller explained, “for this new mis- 
sion and plans are already drawn for the build- 
ing to be erected. This building will house a 
full-time operation, including kindergarten, 
scouting, recreation, and preaching services. The 
building should be ready for occupancy early 
in 1957. Because of early and wise planning 
by the people of Tampa, assisted by the Rev. 
O. V. Caudill of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion, there will be no delay in getting this new 
project under way.” 
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Dr. Dendy told the representatives of 339,000 
women in 17 states that the Board of Christian 
Education has already begun to spend the gift 
for laboratory schools, in anticipation of re- 
ceiving it. 

“Children do not wait for the Church to 
provide a teaching ministry before they grow,” 


- Dr. Dendy explained. “There is such a vast host 


of children in our Church now that your Board 
of Christian Education felt it wise to begin to 
use the Women’s Birthday Fund in 1956. Al- 
ready, therefore, six Area Laboratory Schools 
have been established. The total enrollment as 
of this date numbers 299, with the number con- 
tinuing to grow. 


“Let me thank you on behalf of the thousands 
of children who are going to be benefitted by 
the teachings of the leaders who will be attend- 
ing these schools. 
served by these schools. Every teacher who at- 
tends a laboratory school will return to the 


Sunday School better prepared to guide chil- 


dren, better informed about methods of work, 
and with new vision and renewed inspiration 
for the task. 


“We believe the Women of the Church are 
going to find great joy in knowing that your 
children and your grandchildren are going to 
receive the finest kind of instruction in our 
Christian faith and life as a result of your gift. 
What we are able to do for our children today 
will pay dividends for Eternity,” Dr. Dendy 
concluded. 


In presenting the $175,000 gitt, Women of 


the Church officials revealed that the largest 


single synod gift came from Texas, with a total 
of $25,678.88, but that per capita gifts from the 
Syneds. of Louisiana and Mississippi, both lead- 
ers last year, out-ranked all others. Louisiana, 
which trailed Mississippi in 1955, took the lead 
this year with an average of 67.4 cents, com- 
pared with 67.1, for Mississippi. The Synod 
of Appalachia was third with a 61 cent per 
member average. 


REPORT TO DATE — 
BIRTHDAY OFFERING FOR YBOR 
MISSION EXPANSION AND AREA 
LABORATORY SCHOOLS 


1956 


Synodical Total Offering Per Capita 
Alabama $7,181.70 AZT 
Appalachia 10,509.46 61 
Arkansas 4,901.17 ae 
Florida 13,465.40 49 
Georgia 12,450.76 45 
Kentucky 5,966.89 5] 
Louisiana 7,554.00 .67 
Mississippi 8,481.49 67 
Missouri 5,565.47 a 
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Eleven synods are being — 


North Carolina 24,291.23 44 


Oklahoma 1,301.24 56 
Snedecor Region 411.50 Al 
South Carolina 12,827.55 54 
‘Tennessee 7,885.58 .60 
‘Texas 25,678.88 | 57 
Virginia 20,329.79 .44 

5,747.24 45 


West Virginia 


$174,549.35 


Individual gilts 38.00 


$175,587.35 


Texas leads all Synodicals with largest gift— 
$25,678.88. 


North Carolina — $24,291.23. 


Louisiana leads all Synodicals in per capita 
giving — .674. 


Total Offering 


Mississippi — .671. 


Appalachia — .61. 
Mary S. Quidor, Treasurer 


Christian Stewardship 


On the shores of a northern lake away from 
traffic and telephones a family of six are spend- 
ing a month of happy holidaying together. ‘The 
young sons are discovering that Dad is not just 
a professional man on call day or night to 
relieve pain, but another “boy grown up,” who 
welcomes this chance to build camp-fires, fish 
and study nature lore with his family. 


It is well that society recognizes the need of 
respite from work and school and tensions and 
that in camp or cottage we may turn for a time 


at least to life’s simplicities. Here we may take 


time off to know those for whom we care the 
most, our sons, our daughters, our husbands or 
wives. Best of all in this holidaying together 
we discover that life can be rich in the things 
that money cannot buy, that much of the high 
standard of living can be an empty thing unless 
it is accompanied by a high standard of life. 


The cleverly engineered radio emanating | 
raspy so-called music, the television emphasizing 
the urge to win at all costs, the beautiful car, 
the house that has everything except a book—- 
is this the culture we desire for our coming 
generation? Was it not a wise person who wrote 
“Help me to live content with small means, to 
seek elegance rather than luxury, refinement 
rather than fashion . .. ?” . 


In my mail a while ago came a card to which 
was fastened an intriguing key. Underneath . 
was the caption, “Unlock the door and a super 
de luxe model is yours.’”’ Here was just another 
means of chasing “the something for nothing.” 
Few magic keys unlock doors without a price. 
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We have all heard it said many times that a 
real home can only be built on love. This key, 
if any, has magic in it. Yet we today are so 
anxious to give our children, our grandchildren 
things rather than principles or standards that 
we lose sight of that most important of all 
gifts. Through our blundering rather than our 
children’s, they lose all sense of values and ap- 
preciation. 


Gratitude, the psychologists tell us, need not 
be expected to any noticeable degree in youth. 
It is not until later years of discretion that 
adolescents realize what denials have been neces- 
sary to parents in order to give them the privi- 
leges of today. It is nevertheless not right that 
we should delay in teaching them what stew- 
ardship means—giving their time without pay 
and that in their receiving they should learn 
that it costs in time or money or energy.. May 
it not be that we are today reaping tthe unfor- 
tunate results of days when mothers doing double 
duty had neither the energy nor inclination to 
teach the value of two of the most wonderful 
words in the English or, in fact, any language— 
“Thank You?” 


It is not alone children who accept without 
appreciation. Adults are equal offenders. Be- 
cause we pay well today for work done, is no 
reason to omit the smile or word of gratitude. 
And how many a voluntary worker in our So- 
ciety would be inspired to further efforts by a 
kindly “thank you” or “well done?’ 


The simplicity of cottage living gives greater 
time to show our families that St. Paul was right 
in his description in I Corinthians, 13 of the 
spectrum of love which has nine ingredients. 
The place we call home requires all of them to 


make it happy. They are patience . . . kindness 
. generosity . . . humility . . . courtesy... 
unselfishness . . . good temper . . . guilelessness 


. sincerity. 
This lovely paraphrase by an author unknown 
illustrates the Stewardship of everyday living. 


Blessed is she whose daily tasks are a labor 
of love for she translates duty into privilege. 


Blessed is she who mends stockings and toys 
and broken hearts, for her understanding is a 
balm to humanity. 


Blessed is she who serves laughter and smiles 
with the meals for she shall be blessed with 
goodness. 


Blessed is she who preserves the sanctity of 
the Christian home, for hers is a sacred trust 
that crowns her with dignity. 


(Mrs. Gordon) Estelle H. Watts 


Printed with permission of the editor of 
The Missionary Monthly 
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They Care Enough 


This is ‘fa taleof two cities,” two cities in 


Texas whose citizens care enough about migrant 
workers to treat them as people should be treat- 


ed in a Christian society. 


First, community action in El Campo— 


El Campo is a farmers’ town. It has a popu- 


lation of about 7,000 to 8,000, a town square 
that serves as a park, two weekly newspapers, 
a chamber of commerce known as “Chamber 
of Commerce and Agriculture,” and a generous 
share of good rice and cotton farm land. For 
years El] Campo has been a key town in the 
movement of migrant labor. 


As many as 10,000 have been in town on 
one weekend, and 15,000 to 18,000 travel 
through this town during the harvest season. 
It is a town the migrants like to go to because 
“they turn the town over to them.” Neverthe- 
less, last year a Migrant Ministry project was 
the first effort to do anything for the migrants 
on a community or-church level. 


The project was a Welcome Center under. 


a tent in the center of the town square. Equip- 
ment was donated and young people volun- 
teered, newspapers gave good publicity, a pro- 
found impression was the result. A staff mem- 
ber showed a set of slides at a church service 
which a City Councilman attended. When he 
saw pictures of showers at a camp in another 
community, he went into action and the City 
Council and Chamber of Commerce and Agri- 
culture cooperated to set aside money to double 
the sanitary facilities at the pa 
showers. 


Second, the case of a girl with cerebral palsy— 


There was a week of rain in Lubbock just as 
the harvest was beginning. Crews could not go 
to work, and many were out of money and 
food. One family at the Migrant Ministry re- 


ception center told a staff member of another - 


family with no food. 


A visit to the family also disclosed a five-year- 
old girl who could not walk. The family said 
she had polio, butythe staff worker suggested 
a visit to the public health nurse. The nurse 
suspected cerebral palsy and recommended a 
visit for the child to the local Treatment Cen- 
ter. Examination confirmed the nurse’s opinion 
that it was not a severe case. ‘The girl could 
learn to walk with the help of braces and train- 
ing. 

The doctor in charge took a genuine interest 
in the girl and arranged for the braces from 
public funds. A member of the local committee 
volunteered to provide transportation for week- 
ly treatments. ‘The child’s mother sold tamales 
each weekend to make up for the money she 
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failed to earn when she left the harvest field 
to take the child for her treatment. 


The child began to show noticeable improve- 
ment - better muscle control, ability to say more 
words, more spirit (the family formerly had left 
her in a box in the car while they worked in 
the field) - by the end of seven weeks. But 
the harvest was drawing near to a close. The 
doctor and the staff wondered whether the fam- 
ily might like to settle in Lubbock to permit 
Irma to continue her treatments. They would 
and did when the employment service located 
a job for the father on a poultry farm, where 
his employer permitted him to take time off 
each Wednesday to transport the child to the 
Treatment Center. This chapter of the story 
happened just before Christmas, providing ma- 
terial for an editorial in the Lubbock newspaper 
about “goodwill to men.” 


My Meditation 


To the tune of “My Bonnie Lies Over The 
Ocean,” my wife and I used to sing a parody 
to our children, which went like this: 


“My kitty has gone from her basket, 
My kitty has gone up a tree. 
Oh, who will go up ’mong the branches 
And bring back my kitty to me?” 


Our little daughter was always distressed be- 
cause no one offered to rescue the poor kitty. 
She is now a mother herself and sings the same 
old tune to her children. A few weeks ago she 
wrote that at long last she had found a volun- 
teer. As she was singing the old familiar tune 
to her two-year-old son, she came to the question, 


“Oh, who will go up ’mong the branches?” 
and little “Buck” said solemnly, “My will.” 


All down through the centuries God has been | 


asking the question, “Who will go for us, and 
whom shall I send?”” How it must have thrilled 
the heart of the Almighty to hear Isaiah respond 
solemnly, “Here am I, send me!” Isa.6:8. 


Have you heard God’s call to service? Have 
you answered, “T will’’? 


R. P. Henderson 


¢ 


HELP US GET NEW SUBSCRIBERS 


Any Book listed on page 19 will be sent you 
free and postpaid as an award for one New 
Subscription sent us before September Ist. Earn 
as many books as you will send in new 
subscriptions. 


Send for Sample Copies. Free and Postpaid. 
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Church 


World Missions 


Montreat — The appointment of three new mis- 
sionaries and the election of officers for the com- 
ing year were highlights of the annual summer 
meeting of the Board of World Missions here in 
early July. 


All three new missionaries will serve in Brazil. 
The Rev. and Mrs. Ernest Herbert Mellor, Jr., of 
Guntersville, Ala., and Miss Lida Edmonia Knight 
of Columbus, Ohio, are the appointees. 


Miss Knight, who is now attending the Institute 
for Outgoing Missionaries here in Montreat, will 
work in the East Brazil Mission on a five-year 
short-term appointment. She will serve as an itin- 
erant choir director in an effort to improve the 
quality of choir and congregational music in mis- 
sion and National Presbyterian Churches. Miss 
Knight is a graduate of Muskingum College, and 
has been attending Assembly’s Training School. 
She has exceptional linguistic ability and has been 
designated to take an intensive course in Portugese 
even though given a_ short-term appointment. 
Short-term missionaries are not normally required 
to take heavy work in the native language. Miss 
Knight has had experience in mission work, having 
served the. United Presbyterian Church, of which 
she is a member, as a missionary at Pressly Me- 
morial Institute, Assuit, Egypt, on a short-term 
appointment. She will go to the field in the fall 
of this year. 


Mr. and Mrs. Mellor, however, will not go out 
until the fall of 1957, after they have attended 
the Institute for Outgoing Missionaries in that 
year. He is pastor of the First Church of Gunters- 
ville, and a native of El Dorado, Ark. Mrs. Mellor 


is the former Lalla Brown of St. George, S. C. Mr. 


Mellor is a graduate of Centenary College of 
Louisiana and Columbia Theological Seminary, and 
his wife holds a degree from Converse College, 
Spartanburg, S. C. 


Dr. Wm. M. Elliott, pastor of Highland Park 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, was re-elected chair- 
man of the Missions Board, and first and second 
vice-chairman were also re-elected. These are Dr. 
Jas. A. Jones, president of Union Theological Sem- 
inary, Richmond, and Mr. Wm. H. McCord, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., businessman, respectively. 


Committee chairman elected by the Board are 
Mr. McCord, for Business and Finance; Dr. James 
E. Bear, of Richmond, for Candidates and Re- 
cruits; Dr. Jones for Fields; Dr. Harry M. Moffett 
of Gastonia, N. C., for Home Base; and Dr. H. E. 
Russell of Montgomery, Ala., for Overseas Relief 
and Inter-Church Aid. 


During its session the. Board also heard two 
special presentations, one by its secretary of Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, the Rev. Paul 
B. Freeland, and the other by Athens, Ga., busi- 
nessman Mr. C. A. Rowland. 


Mr. Rowland, for 23 years a member of the 
Board, reported to the Board on his presentation 
of a copy of the film “Martin Luther” to the 
Rev. Milton Daugherty, head of the Language 
School in Campinas, Sao Paulo, Brazil. Mr. and 
Mrs. Daugherty are just returning to Brazil after 
a year’s furlough. Mr. Rowland offered to supply 
additional copies of the film for any other mission 
field in which it might be shown. Mr. Rowland 
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also stressed his belief that there is much need 
for printed Gospels in native tongues, and sug- 
gested that the Board put offset presses in Bra- 
zilian and African fields. 


Mr. Freeland, in the other special report, told 
of his just-completed trip to Europe and the Near 
Kast, taking part-in the Second Beirut (Lebanon) 
Conference on Refugee Problems, and in the an- 
nual World Council of Churches conference on 
Inter-Church Aid in Les Rasses, Switzerland. 


In the course of the trip, Mr. Freeland visited 
11 countries where the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
has had a part in mission, relief, or inter-church 
aid work. By special permission, Mr. Freeland and 
others of the group studying refugee problems was 
permitted to enter the Gaza Strip, the first such 
group to do so. 


An increasingly serious problem in Korea was 
considered by the Board, and action was taken 
authorizing Dr. Hugh Bradley, Field Secretary, 
and Mr. Curry B. Hearn, Treasurer, to attempt 
to work out a solution to the problem. The diffi- 
culty is that the mission has been doing all its 
money exchanging through the Bank of Korea at 
a fixed rate which has become increasingly un- 
realistic, compared to the exchange rates on the 
open market. The result has been that mission 
dollars have had a steadily decreasing purchasing 
power as the value of the Korean currency de- 
creases. Other missions are experiencing the same 
difficulty. Mr. Hearn and Dr. Bradley were asked 
to work with representatives of the Presbyterian, 
U. S. A. Board of Missions, and that of the Meth- 
odist Church, in attempts to obtain U. S. Govern- 
ment sanction to an improved official exchange 
rate. 


The retirement, effective June 1, 1957, of the 
Rev. and Mrs. J. V. N. Talmage from service in 
Korea was accepted by the Board. Deep gratitude 
for the more than 40 years of service given by 
this couple was expressed by the Board, and special! 
notice was taken of the contributions they have 
made, both in their own work, and through their 
children, three of whom are now in active mission- 
ary service in Korea. 


The Missions Board also heard the report of a 
special committee, headed by Board member, Dr. 
L. Nelson Bell of Montreat, N. C., on distribution 
of free drugs to mission doctors. The committee 
has been able to contact several doctors who are 
giving for missionary use thousands of dollars 
worth of drugs. These drugs for the most part 
have been provided the doctors as samples, and 
cannot be sold. Dr. Bell reported that one doctor 
had already sent more than $15,000 worth of drugs 
to mission hospitals in Africa, and several addition- 
al thousands have gone from other sources to 
Korea and Mexico. Additional assistance in this 
work, from doctors, is being sought. 


On the recommendation of the Home Base Com- 
mittee, for cooperation with the Men’s Convention 
in Miami in 1957, the Board approved bringing 
three outstanding native Christians from mission 
fields served by the Church. One each from the 
Congo, Brazil, and Mexico are to be invited. 


At the recommendation of the Fields Committee, 
three persons were named to represent the Board 
on the Joint Committee for the Iraq mission. The 
Board voted in May to cooperate with three other 
Presbyterian churches in a mission work in that 
Moslem land. Named to sit on the joint committee 
were Mrs. H. D. Haberyan of Shreveport, La.; 
Mr. T. M. Barnhardt, Jr., of Charlotte, N. C.; 
and Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary, 
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Nashville. The committee will hold its first meet- 
ing with the U. S. Church representatives present 
on Oct. 17. The Board further voted $2,500 for 
the last quarter of 1956 for support of the work 
in Iraq, even though no missionaries from this 
Church are yet on the field. 


Montreat — The Board of World Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, S., has asked that 
the Rev. Eugene Daniel, candidate secretary of 
the Board, and Mr. Bluford B. Hestir, director 
of publicity for the General Council of the Church, 
— a six-weeks trip to the mission fields in the 

rient. 


Mr. Daniel was asked to make a special survey 


of needs for missionaries, and of the requirements | 


for personnel serving in Korea, Japan and Taiwan. 


Mr. Hestir will work with missionary personnel > 


to help them develop skills in reporting the work 
of the missions to the Church, will prepare stories 
on the work in progress, and will take pictures for 
use with publicity and educational promotion of 
the three mission fields. 


The pair were asked to go out in September 
and return in time for a report to the November 
meeting of the Board. 


GEORGIA 


The first sermon in the new $200,000 air-condi- 
tioned Vineville Presbyterian Church of Macon, 
Georgia, was delivered on July 15, 1956, by the 


pastor, Dr. Wade P. Huie, Jr. His topic was ‘‘The 


Doors of Thanksgiving.’’ The dedication of the 
new church building will not be held until Septem- 
ber 23 when special services will be held during 
that week. Dr. Marc C. Weersing, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Spartanburg, S. C., 
will be the guest speaker. 


The Vineville Presbyterian Church has long been: 


a spiritual leader in its community and the City 
of Macon as a whole. The idea of the church 
originated with the late Messrs. G. T. Kinnett and 
T. B. Lowry and the first sanctuary was occupied 
on Nov. 12, 1904, with a membership of 39. This 
building was later moved and used as a manse, and 
at present is serving as a Sunday School Annex. 
The second sanctuary, which was demolished to 
make room for the present new building, was oc- 
cupied on July 26, 1910. 


Cherokee Presbytery met Friday, July 13th at 
the First Presbyterian Church in Rome, Ga., in a 
called meeting. | 


Mr. Bronson Matney, Jr., recent graduate of 
Columbia Theological Seminary, was examined for 
the Gospel Ministry. He was received as a mem- 
ber of Cherokee Presbytery, pending his ordina- 
tion, which will take place at the First Presbyterian 
Church, Rome, Ga., Sunday July 22nd, at 7:30 
P.M. Members of the commission to ordain Mr. 
Matney include Dr. L. R. Scott, pastor of the First 
Church, Rome, Ga. Dr. S. Wilkes Dendy, pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Dalton, Ga., 


‘the Rev. Dan Dunaway, pastor of the Rockmart 


Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Sam Magbee, pastor 
of the Westminster Presbyterian Church, Rome, 
Ga., and the Rev. H. Graham Keys, pastor of the 
Reynolds Miller and Silver Creek Presbyterian 
Churches, Rome, Ga. Mr. Matney has been called 
to serve as assistant minister of the First Church, 


Rome, Ga. 


Mr. Jack Cushman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edward 
A. Cushman, of Smyrna, Ga., was received as a 
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candidate upon the recommendation of the Session 
of the Smyrna Presbyterian Church, the Rev. John 
Knight, pastor. After four years of service with 
the Air Force, Mr. Cushman will enter King College 
in the Fall. 


Dr. Walter L. Jones of Rome, the Rev. Robert 
C. Pooley, Jr., of Summerville and the Rev. 
Stephen J. Sloop, of Decatur and West Brazil, re- 
ported on their attendance at the General Assem- 
bly of the Pres. Church, U. S. held last June. 


Rev. M. B. Faust Resigns as Synod of N. C. 
Director of Evangelism 


Final action was taken by the Synod of North 
Carolina on the resignation of the Director of 
Evangelism, Rev. Milton B. Faust, which was sub- 
mitted through the Synod’s Church Extension Com- 
mittee. The meeting of Synod was held at Flora 


McDonald College, Red Springs, N. C. The resigna- 


tion was accepted with appreciation for the work 
done by Mr. Faust. 


During the three and one-half years he served as 
Director of Evangelism the work of evangelism was 
given new recognition through radio programs, 
Visitation programs, vreaching series and through 
contacts with the Men and Women of the Church 
organizations. A Synod wide Conference, with 
over 3,000 present was held in Raleigh, Regiona! 
and Presbytery conferences were held with known 
speakers of various. denominations taking part. He 
also directed the Evangelism Exchange program be- 
tween the Synods of Virginia and North Carolina. 


Mr. Faust will be remaining in Salisbury, N: C., 
serving as temporary supply at the Thyatira Presby- 
terian Church and also as part-time Chaplain at 
the V.A. Hospital in Salisbury. 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its 213th Stated Ses- 
sion meeting in the Pleasant Hill Presbyterian 
Church on July 24th received Rev. Jas. B. Sher- 
wood from Asheville Presbytery and appointed a 
Commission to install him pastor of the McGee 
Presbyterian Church; received as candidates for 
the ministry Mr. James Vason Morrow of the Hope- 
well Church, Mr. Robert Claude Page III of the 
Covenant Church and Mr. Walter Boren Satter- 
field of the Westminster Church. 


Rev. R. C. Long was succeeded as Moderator 
by Rev. I. Howard Chadwick. The history of the 
host church dating back to 1836 was read by Mrs. 
C. D. Armstrong, Jr. Rev. R. H. Young, host 
pastor, is being honorably retired as of Septem- 
ber 16th. 


Rev. W. B. Neill, pastor of the Robinson Church, 
is also soon to be retired. The Commission on the 
Minister and His Work through the chairman, Rev. 


Henry S. Robinson, reported the approval of the. 


call by the West Avenue Church to Rev. Jas. E. 
Ratchford and of Rev. Jas. B. Reaves to begin a 
new work in the Grove Park development in Meck- 


lenburg County; the dissolution of the pastoral. 


relations between the Biscoe Church and Rev. F. 

Wilkinson and of his transfer to Fayetteville Pres- 
bytery and of the transfer of Rev. Crawford White 
to Concord Presbytery following the dissolution 
of the pastoral ties between him and the Locust 
and Indian Hill churches. Recommendations of the 
Commission were adopted urging that all of our 
ministers become participants in the Ministers’ An- 
nuity Fund, in the Social Security Plan and of 
group insurance - hospitalization plan of our 


Church. 


1956 


AUGUST 8. 


Ruler” 


SCENES AND MANY OTHERS CAN BE MADE 
WITH THE SAME SET 


Order ‘nn Wade Smith, 
Box 404, Weaverville, 


Progress report of the Presbytery’s success in 
the Consolidated College - Campus Christian Life 
campaign was made by Mr. J. W. McLaney. A 
resolution was passed that the campaign be pressed 
to a conclusion. 


The call of McQuay Memorial Church for the 
pastoral services of Rev. Clifford D. Caldwell was 
approved and a Commission was appointed to in- 
stall him. 


Presbytery’s Council through its chairman, Rev. 
A. Leslie Thompson, presented a budget for all 
causes of $610,760.00. The Presbytery united with 
the First Presbyterian Church of Charlotte in ex- 
tending an invitation to the General Assembly to 
hold its 1958 sessions in the historic downtown 
church of which Rev. E. Lee Stoffel is pastor. 


The Fall meeting will be held on September 8th | 
at Camp Stewart - the host being the Committee 
on Christian Education. Mr. J. W. McLaney, Sr., 
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Wade Smith's Little Jetts “Parts”’ 
i 


is Moderator - Nominee. Stated Clerk Rev. Mal- 
colm L. Williamson was assisted by Revs. A. Leslie 
Thompson and Robt. W. Rayburn. 


R. H. Stone, Secretary 


TENNESSEE 


Columbia — The Congregation of Zion Church 
in a regularly called meeting on May 27, 1956, 
elected four additional Deacons. They are Messrs. 
John A. Bryant, Stanley Jewell, Billy R. Leach, and 
Dan Parsons. They accepted the office and were 
duly ordained and installed on June 17, 1956. 


Columbia Presbytery at a called meeting at 
Na-Co-Me on June 12, granted the request of Zion 
Church for the full time service of the pastor, 
Mr. W. M. Ford, beginning July 1, 1956. Under 
the ministry of Mr. Ford Zion Church is carrying 
on a full program of the activities of the church. 
In 1957 a celebration of 150 years of continuous 
service since 1807 is planned at Zion Church. 


RURAL “MINISTERS OF THE YEAR” 


Atlanta — Four Presbyterian ministers were 
selected “Rural Minister of the Year” in their re- 
spective states, at the annual Church and Com- 
munity Workshop at Emory University, July 18. 
The awards are sponsored jointly by Emory and 
the Progressive Farmer Magazine. 


Dr. John T. Barr, Sr., of Norman , Arkansas; the 
Rev. Thomas M. Dews, McIntosh, Fla.; Dr. James 
M. Carr, Atlanta, Ga.; and the Rev. James W. New- 
ton, Burnet, Texas, are the four Presbyterian 
from a total of eleven Southern ministers receiving. 
awards. 


Since 1949, sixty-seven persons from the eigh- 
teen denominations have been so honored. They 
were selected for their outstanding contributions 
to the development and progress of the support 
of rural church program in all its phases, and to 
their overall support of the community activities 
in their towns. Alexander Nunn, editor of the 
Progressive Farmer Magazine, made the award 
presentations. 


All four Presbyterian winners received con- 
gratulatory telegrams from the governors of their 
respective states, and all but Dr. Barr were at 
Emory for the award presentation. 


Dr. Barr, a Presbyterial home missionary for 
Ouachita Presbytery in the Synod of Arkansas, is 
serving a fluctuating number of rural churches. 
At one time he was serving eleven, eight of which 
he himself had founded. These are growing 
churches and the number which he is serving per- 
sonally is now declining. He has pastoral duties 
at the Lake Village, Norman, and Caddo Gap 
churches, and serves Good Hope Churches near 
Big Fork; Mazarn Church, Bonnerdale; Oak Grove 
Church, Caddo Gap; and Owley Church near Nor- 
man. Dr. Barr is a native of Hope, Arkansas. He 
is a graduate of Arkansas College, from which he 
also holds the honorary degree of Doctor of Di- 
vinity, and of Union Seminary in Richmond. He 
has been the stated clerk for Ouachita Presbytery 
for 35 years, and for the Synod of Arkansas for 
the past 32 years. 


Mr. Dews is now serving a Larger Parish out 
of Gainesville, Fla., including Kanapaha Presby- 
terian Church in Gainesville, and the Fairfield, 
Reddick, McIntosh, and Micanopy Presbyterian 
Churches in the towns by those names. He is a 
‘graduate of Presbyterian College and Columbia 
Theological Seminary and before going to Florida, 
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he served as assistant pastor at the First Presby- 
terian Church, Albany, Ga. 


Dr. Carr, who for the past seven years has 
headed the Town and Country Church Department 
for the denomination, was named Rural Minister 
of the Year in the state of Georgia. He is a 
native of Wallace, N. C., and a graduate of David- 
son College and Union Seminary, Richmond. Fol- 
lowing pastorates in Virginia, he became Regional 
Director of Religious Education for the Synods of 
Georgia, South Carolina, and later for the Synod of 
Appalachia. In 1945 he was moderator of the 
Synod of Appalachia. Dr. Carr is author of the 
current Home Mission Study Book, “Bright Future 
—A New Day For the Town and Country Church.” 
As Secretary of the Town and Country Church 
department, with headquarters in Atlanta, Dr. Carr 
conducts and plans Town and Country Church con- 
vocations, conducts summer classes for lay workers 
in the small churches, helps obtain and direct Sun- 
day School Extension workers in the synods, and 
speaks throughout the General Assembly on town 
and country church activities. 


Mr. Newton, award winner in Texas, has been 
serving Burnet, Ilano, and Leander Presbyterian 
Churches. He recently organized, with the per- 
mission of his presbytery, and at the request of 
resort area businessmen and retired persons living 
there, the First Union Church of Buchanan Dam, 
which had a charter membership of 23 persons from 
six denominations. Two additional ministers are 
being called to serve the Larger Parish (including 
these four churches), with Mr. Newton, since the 
churches are growing so rapidly. 


Bishop Arthur J. Moore, resident bishop of the 
Atlanta Area, delivered the principal address at 
the banquet at which the ministers of the year 
were announced. The Church and Community 
Workshop, an interdenominational group, met for 
a three-weeks session of work and study at Emory, 
with the banquet and announcement of citations 
climaxing the meeting on the evening of July 18. 


I WAGER ON GOD. Hunter B. Blakely. John 
Knox Press, Richmond, Virginia. $3.00. 


The text of this volume is taken from Pascal’s 
Pensees. Writing on the necessity of the wager, 
Pascal said, “You must wager. It is not optional 
. . . Let us weigh the gain and the loss in 
wagering that God is.’’ 


This book) the author tells us, is written as a 
kind of self-confession of how across the years 
one individual has sought to build a more satisfy- 
ing faith through the hard process of doubting, 
searching, reading, and thinking. He holds that 
faith is God’s gift, but as most of God’s gifts, it 
comes only by full cooperation as we labor with 
the great Giver. 


There are fifteen chapters in this volume. The 
author discusses such themes as ‘What Christ 
Means to Me,” ‘“God’s Word to Man,” “That 
Unique Community,” “The Daily Business of the 
Christian,’ and ‘“‘Faith Brings Power.”’ 


Dr. Blakely defines faith as “something that 
is sure and certain enough for one to fasten to 
for keeps.’”’ He has some excellent things to say 
about faith, but unfortunately he does not always 
make clear that by faith he is thinking of the 
Christian faith. Many people today seem to have 
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faith in faith and, for the most part, use the term 
“faith” ambiguously. 


The first chapter of this book puts the emphasis — 


upon the Blakely view of faith rather than the 
New Testament doctrine of faith. The author is 
right in insisting that there should be such a thing 
as “my faith,’’ but we must never forget that there 
is also such a thing as “the faith.”’ 


The finest chapter in this volume is called, “That 
Unique Community.” He describes the Church of 


the New Testament as a society of humble peni- 
tents who claimed God’s forgiveness day after day 
and looked to God for power to become better 
men and women. The early Church, he said, was 
a fellowship of hope seeking that perfection which 
they knew they had not yet attained. 


The author makes this timely appeal. “‘The mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ should attempt great 
things for their Head. He calls them to high: stan- 
dards of personal conduct. They can no longer 
live as children of this world; they are now chil- 


dren of God, princes and princesses of Heaven. 


Their conduct must be in accord with this high 
expectation of their Saviour. They can have no 
other goal than Christ-likeness.”’ : 


It is regrettable that Dr. Blakely’s view of the 
Bible does not conform to the views held by our 
Southern Presbyterian Church since its inception. 


Writing concerning the book of Job, he said, “The © 


book of Job, for illustration, is built around the 
story of a good man who experienced fearful suf- 
fering. Doubtless such a story of the suffering 
Job has been told and retold across the years until 
it became embedded in the traditions of the people 
of the East. Finally a supremely great thinker 
with artistry of literary genius took up the old 
story. Sophocles did the story of Antigone and 
Shakespeare the tale of Hamlet, Prince of Den- 
mark, and wove into it some of man’s finest think- 
ing about the fundamental question, What is the 
meaning of faith for the time of suffering? The 
author of Job lived probably in the Sixth Century 
B. C. when the world had crashed in for the He- 
brew people; their nation was conquered, Jerusa- 
lem in ruins, and many of their kinsmen either 


dead or in captivity.” 


This quotation indicates that the author has 
adopted the higher critical view of the Bible held 
by liberals without offering a particle of evidence 
to support this position. He does not intimate 
the existence of the conservative position. Granted 
that the question of the authorship of the book 
of Job is complicated, it should be pointed out that 
conservative scholars have held that this book was 
written not later than during the reign of Solomon. 
This view has antiquity to commend it. It was 
advanced by Martin Luther, and during the Nine- 
teenth Century defended by such able scholars 
as Haevernick, Keil, and Delitzsch. Furthermore, 
Dr. Blakely’s view makes no mention of divine 
and plenary inspiration, and the implication is, 
the authorship must be put on a par with Sophocles 
and Shakespeare. 


Writing concerning the book of Jonah, Dr. 


Blakely affirms, ‘‘Whether the book of Jonah is | 


a short story with a powerful moral or a narra- 
tive of factual history is of secondary importance.”’ 
We disagree with this notion since the imprimatur 
of Christ Himself is placed upon the historicity 
of this book. We do not think that we have any 
right to put it into the category of a mere short 
story. (Matt. 12:39, Matt. 16:4, Luke 11:29-30). 


Again the author is quite loose in his thinking 


on the book of Daniel. He writes, “The reader 


AUGUST 8, 1956 


may find this message, whether he decides on the 
basis of evidence that Daniel is a tract written 
for the underground movements of Palestine in 
the time of Antiochus Epiphanes or considers it 
to be a bit of history from Babylon.”’ 


There are certain features of this book that are 
worthy of commendation. The author’s desire to 
sound a note of reality is a refreshing one. In 
our final evaluation of this volume, however, we 
must frankly confess that certain sections of it 
are disappointing. For example, take a statement 


like this, ‘The Christian thinks of man as a child 


of God” (p.163). This idea is not Biblical. It is 
not in harmony with Chapter XIV of the Confes- 
sion of Faith. The Christian thinks of the believer 
in Christ as a child of God, but not man as man. 


' (John 1:12). Frankly, we have a right to expect 


a better quality of theology from one who holds 
the office of Secretary of the Division of Higher 
Education of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


This reviewer has always made it a policy to be 
as generous as the elasticity of his conscience 
would allow in making an honest appraisal of a 
book produced by a brother minister in our Com- 
munion. It is, therefore, a source of real regret 
that we find it necessary to point out such weak- 
nesses as are found in this volume. It seems that 


one who holds an official position in our Church 


should show greater interest in and respect for 
the official theology of our Church. There is no 
index to this volume, but in all of the references 
and footnotes, and they are numerous, we can find 
only one reference to our Westminster Standards. 
We are convinced that the concessive Apologetics 
found here must be considered faulty and not in 
the best interest of full-orbed Christianity. It 
is logically easier and safer to defend the high 
truths of Christianity set forth in the Westminster 
Standards than the lower views expressed in some 
of these chapters. Christianity is objectively real, 
and we must be careful lest in our anxiety to 
appeal to “the modern mind” we fall into the 
bottomless pit of subjecticism. J.R.R. 


' JESUS OF YESTERDAY AND TODAY. Samuel 
G. Craig. Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing 


Co. $2.75 


Dr. Craig, former editor of The Presbyterian, 
is an able writer and a profound theologian. He 
has the ability to express theological concepts 
in understandable language. In this volume he 
gives us an explication of the statement found in 
the Epistle to the Hebrews that “Jesus Christ is 
the same yesterday, and today, yea, and forever.” 


The main thrust of this volume is to get the 
reader to realize that Jesus Christ is the same 
as He ever was, that there is nothing that He 
has been to any past generation that He may not 
be to this generation—the generation of which 


we are a part. 


_ The author insists, “that there is nothing that 
He has ever been to the most outstanding of His 
saints that He does not stand willing to be to 
the weakest and most insignificant of those who 
would fain call themselves His ... Since He 
abides the same through every change and chance 
of time, we need only repeat their faith in order 
that we may repeat their victory.” There will 
never be a generation, says Dr. Craig, whose needs 
Jesus Christ is not able to meet and satisfy. 


The fact of Christ’s immutability, says Dr. Craig, 
is that which separates the Gospels from all other 
biographies. Other biographies tell us what men 
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once were but give us no dependable knowledge 
of what they are like today. The Gospel biogra- 
phies, however, not only tell us what Jesus was 
like 1900 years ago, they tell us what He is also 
like today. It is this that makes them the most 
living, the most up-to-date of all books. This is 
why the Christianity of today is essentially one 
with the Christianity of the first century. This 
is true because the Christ who makes it what it 
is abides the same as age succeeds age. 


Due to this fact, Dr. Craig remarks, ‘‘No doubt 
much that is called Christianity today is radically 
different from the Christianity of the New Testa- 
ment. But that merely advertises the fact that 
much of what is called Christianity today is Chris- 
tianity falsely so-called. There are, of course, 
unessential changes, but since the object of the 
Christian faith is the unchanging Christ, genuine 
Christianity in the nature of the case remains es- 
sentially the same as the years come and go.”’ 


“Was Jesus a Christian?” is the subject of the 
first chapter. This question is concerned with 
whether Christ was merely an example of faith or 
whether He is its object. If Jesus was merely 
an example of faith, His uniqueness lies in the 
fact that He was the first Christian. If, however, 
He is primarily the object of our faith, His position 
is radically different. Then He was not the first 
Christian but one whom we should worship and 
obey and on whom we are constantly dependent. 


“‘Whence Came Jesus?” is the subject of chapter 
two. Here the problem of Christ’s parentage, or 
more broadly speaking, His origin, is discussed. 
The conclusion reached here is that in Christ we 
have an extraordinary irruption of the Divine into 
the sphere of the human. | 


“The Purpose of Christ’s Incarnation” is the 
third topic presented in this volume. We are 
brought face to face with the Pauline statement 
that Christ came to save sinners. Dr. Craig writes, 
‘‘Whatever may prove to be the ultimate account 
of Christ’s coming into the world, this at least is 
certain—the proximate account of His Coming is 
to be found in this world’s need of a Saviour. 
Everywhere in the Scriptures the Coming of 
Christ is grounded in sin. Everywhere we are 
taught that it was the needy condition of men that 
led Him to forsake for a season His throne of 
glory ... We should permit nothing, therefore, 


to conceal from us the fact that Christ’s coming 


into the sinful world was motivated by the desire 
to seek and to save the lost.” 


Succeeding chapters discuss Christ as Lord, as 
Redeemer, as the Regenerator of Character, as 
our Example, as a Man, and as a Friend, as a 
Teacher, as a Worker of Miracles, as a Social 
Reformer, as a Judge, and finally, His place in the 
Cosmos. The book comes to a grand conclusion 
in pointing out that we must think of Christ in 
cosmical terms; that is, as one who sustains vital 
relations not only to the human race but the whole 
universe of created things visible and invisible. He 
believes that we cannot think too highly of Christ. 
Any honest reader will be stimulated to ever 
— a more exalted conception of Jesus 

hrist. 


Dr. Craig has given us in his latest work a 
volume that is characterized by mature scholar- 
ship and penetrating insight into the person and 
work of Jesus Christ the Redeemer of God’s elect. 
Dr. Clarence E. McCartney read this work in its 
manuscript form and commented, “I wish that 
a book like this had fallen into my hands when 
I was commencing my ministry.” In this state- 
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ment he expresses the reviewer’s feeling. The 
Christian minister will find abundant inspiration 
in these chapters for helpful homiletical produc- 
tions. | J.R.R. 


BRIGHT FUTURE. James M. Carr. John Knox 
Press, Richmond, Va. $1.25. 


The Board of Church Extension commissioned 
its secretary of Town and Country Church to pre- 
pare this volume. Dr. Carr is eminently qualified. 
by experience to write this book. He was reared 
in a small town church. In his first pastorate he 
served in a town church and a country church for 
almost ten years. For twelve years he was regional 
director of religious education. Since 1949, he 
has occupied the position of Secretary of Town and 
Country Church for our communion. 


There has been a tendency to write off the coun- 
try church. The major emphasis of this book is 
that there is dawning a new day for our rural 
and small town churches, and, therefore, it would | 
be unwise to feel that the country church is a 
thing of the past. . : 


Since 1952 the Presbyterian Church has used 
five thousand and under as the figure in determin- 
ing what should be designated as a rural and town 
population. Our nation was once predominantly 
a rural people depending almost wholly upon agri- 
culture. At the time of the American Revolution 


180 years ago we were ninety per cent rural. 


Dr. Carr tells us that now as a nation we are 
about two-thirds urban and only one-third rural. 
We are becoming more and more an urban peo- 
ple. In the sixteen states that constitute the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States the 
author finds that in using five thousand as the 
population dividing line, 53.8 per cent must be 
designated as rural. Therefore, in our Southland, 
the geographical distribution is about equally di- 
vided. Dr. Carr believes that the future of the 
entire Church may be at stake in the country 
church. On the average one-half of our young 
people reared in town and country is moving to 
the cities. They naturally go to a church of the 
same denomination that trains them in their rural | 
community. A denomination with a strong rural 
constituency grows by natural increase. A denom- 
ination which permits her town and country churches 
to languish away and die faces two possibilities. 
One is to become a dying church; the other is to 
grow at the expense of other denominations which 
remain active in rural areas. Dr. Carr points out 
that the best situation is a happy balance of urban, 
larger town, village, and open country churches. 


The author’s final appeal is for the rural church 


to adjust its methods to changing attitudes and 


changing needs of the community. Rural life, he 
says, is dynamic. It is constantly changing. The 
rural church cannot be static. If so, she will die. 
The church must accept the fact of change and 
adjust herself to it. 


Southern Presbyterians would welcome this vol- 
ume and profit by its information and inspiration. 
It is indeed encouraging to note that the future 
of the Town and Country Church is bright. J.R.R. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT. Benjamin P. Browne. 
Fleming H. Revell. $1.95. 


Here is new, fresh material for illustrating and 
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